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Minutes of City Council Meeting
June 16, 2026
7:30pm



The City Council of the City of Arapahoe, Nebraska met in regular session at the EMCC Council Room at 7:32pm on the 16th day of June 2026.

Notice of this meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the Valley Voice, a copy of the proof of publication being on file in the City Clerk’s office.

Mayor Koller presided over the meeting. The location of the posted Open Meetings Act was stated.

ROLL CALL

Attending: Middagh, Kreutzer, Paulsen, Polston 
Absent: tenBensel, Carpenter

PUBLIC FORUM

Natasha Lozowick spoke about her concerns regarding the chemicals used by the City for spraying mosquitoes.

CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approval of Minutes of the Regular Meetings 6/2/26
b. Building Permits
i. #10 Elder, Ken – garage
ii. #11 Casey’s – new build

Moved by Paulsen, seconded by Polston, that the items listed under the consent agenda be approved, accepted, and/or ratified as presented.
Roll Call:	Ayes: Paulsen, Polston, Middagh, Kreutzer
	Absent: tenBensel, Carpenter
	Nay: None							                            MOTION CARRIED.


DISCUSSION/REPORTS

City Superintendent: gave report
	
City Clerk/Treasurer: gave report


NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Claims for the periods 6/3 to 6/16

Moved by Middagh, seconded by Polston, to approve the claims and payroll for the period 6/3 to 6/15.
Roll Call:	Ayes: Paulsen, Polston, Middagh, Kreutzer
	Abstain: Paulsen #104170 for $225.00 & Middagh #104171 for $383.89
	Absent: tenBensel, Carpenter
	Nay: None							                            MOTION CARRIED.


Ordinance 2026-02 Utility Vehicles & Golf Cars on City Streets

Moved by Middagh, seconded by Kreutzer, to suspend the three readings of Ordinance 2026-02 Utility Vehicles & Golf Cart on City Streets.
Roll Call:	Ayes: Polston, Middagh, Kreutzer, Paulsen
	Absent: tenBensel, Carpenter
	Nay: None							                            MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Middagh to recommend the passage of Ordinance 2026-02 Utility Vehicles & Golf Cart on City Streets. Ordinance as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-02

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 70, SECTION 70.09; UTILITY VEHICLES; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

	BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARAPAHOE, FURNAS COUNTY, NEBRASKA THAT:

	Title VII. Chapter 70, Section 70.09; Utility Vehicles and Golf Car Vehicles; shall be amended to read as follows:

70.09 Utility Vehicles and Golf Car Vehicles 
(A) Definitions.
For purposes of this section:
(1) Golf car vehicle means a vehicle that:
(a) Has at least four wheels;
(b) Has a maximum level ground speed of less than 20 miles per hour;
(c) Has a maximum payload capacity of 1,200 pounds;
(d) Has a maximum gross vehicle weight of 2,500 pounds;
(e) Has a maximum passenger capacity of not more than four persons;
(f) Is designed and manufactured for operation on a golf course for sporting and recreational purposes; and
(g) Is not being operated within the boundaries of a golf course.
(2) Road means a public way for purposes of vehicular travel, including the entire area within the right-of-way.
(3) Street means a public way for purposes of vehicular travel within the city and includes the entire area within the right-of-way.
(4) Utility vehicle shall have the meaning provided by Nebraska law.
(B) Utility Vehicles; Operation.
(1) A utility vehicle may be operated on streets and highways within the corporate limits of the city only if the operator and vehicle comply with the provisions of this section.
(2) A utility vehicle may be operated only between the hours of sunrise and sunset and shall not be operated at a speed in excess of the posted speed limit.
(3) When operating a utility vehicle as authorized herein:
(a) The headlights and taillights of the vehicle shall be illuminated; and
(b) The vehicle shall be equipped with a bicycle safety flag extending not less than five feet above ground level and attached to the rear of the vehicle. The flag shall be triangular in shape, contain not less than 30 square inches of area, and be day-glow in color.
(4) Any person operating a utility vehicle shall:
(a) Hold a valid operator's license; and
(b) Have liability insurance coverage for the utility vehicle. Proof of insurance shall be provided to any peace officer upon request within five days after such request and shall demonstrate that coverage existed at the time of contact.
(5) Utility vehicles may be operated without complying with subsections (B)(2) and (B)(4) while participating in a parade authorized by the state or any department, board, commission, or political subdivision of the state.
(C) Golf Car Vehicles; Operation.
(1) A golf car vehicle may be operated on streets within the corporate limits of the city only if:
(a) The operation occurs between sunrise and sunset; and
(b) The street has a posted speed limit of 35 miles per hour or less.
(2) A golf car vehicle shall not be operated at a speed in excess of 20 miles per hour.
(3) A golf car vehicle shall not be operated on any state or federal highway except as necessary to cross such highway in accordance with subsection (E).
(4) Any person operating a golf car vehicle shall:
(a) Hold a valid Class O operator's license; and
(b) Maintain liability insurance coverage on the vehicle.
(5) Proof of insurance shall be provided to any peace officer requesting such proof within five days after the request.
(6) The liability insurance coverage required herein shall provide minimum limits of:
(a) Twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) because of bodily injury to or death of one person in any one accident;
(b) Fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) because of bodily injury to or death of two or more persons in any one accident; and
(c) Twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000.00) because of injury to or destruction of property of others in any one accident.
(D) Restrictions Applicable to Utility Vehicles and Golf Car Vehicles.
(1) The operator shall not allow the number of passengers to exceed the manufacturer's passenger specifications.
(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit the operation or parking of a utility vehicle or golf car vehicle on sidewalks in the business district.
(E) Highway Crossings.
(1) A utility vehicle shall not be operated on any controlled-access highway having more than two marked traffic lanes, and crossing such highway is prohibited. For purposes of this subsection, turn lanes are deemed auxiliary lanes and not traffic lanes.
(2) A utility vehicle may cross a highway only if:
(a) The crossing is made at an angle of approximately 90 degrees to the direction of travel and at a location where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing;
(b) The vehicle is brought to a complete stop before crossing the shoulder or roadway;
(c) The operator yields the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic constituting an immediate hazard;
(d) In crossing a divided highway, the crossing occurs only at an intersection with another highway; and
(e) Headlights and taillights are illuminated if the vehicle is so equipped.
(3) A golf car vehicle may cross a highway only if:
(a) The crossing is made at an angle of approximately 90 degrees to the direction of the highway and at a location where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing;
(b) The golf car vehicle is brought to a complete stop before crossing the shoulder or roadway;
(c) The operator yields the right-of-way to all oncoming traffic constituting an immediate hazard; and
(d) In crossing a divided highway, the crossing occurs only at an intersection of the highway with a street or road.
      (F) Passenger Capacity and Seating Restrictions
(1) No person shall operate a utility-type vehicle or golf car vehicle upon the streets or highways of Arapahoe with a number of passengers that exceeds the manufacturer's designated seating capacity for such vehicle. 
(2) No person shall operate a utility-type vehicle or golf car vehicle upon the streets or highways of Arapahoe while any passenger is riding in or on any portion of the vehicle not designed or intended by the manufacturer for the use of passengers. All passengers must occupy only those seating positions specifically designated by the manufacturer. 
     (G) Child Passenger Safety Requirements
(1) Definitions.
For purposes of this section:
(a) Child passenger restraint system means a child passenger restraint system of a type which meets Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 213 as developed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, as such standard existed on January 1, 2009, or as subsequently amended. R.R.S. Neb. § 60-6,267.
(b) Occupant protection system means a system utilizing a lap belt, a shoulder belt, or any combination of belts installed in a motor vehicle that restrains drivers and passengers and conforms to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 208, as such standard existed on January 1, 2009, or as subsequently amended. R.R.S. Neb. § 60-6,270, R.R.S. Neb. § 60-6,267.
(c) Motor vehicle means a vehicle required by R.R.S. Neb. § 60-6,266 to be equipped with an occupant protection system or a three-point safety belt system. 
(2) Any person who operates a utility-type vehicle or golf car vehicle that is equipped with an occupant protection system or is required to be equipped with restraint systems shall ensure that all children up to eight (8) years of age being transported by such vehicle:
(a) Use a child passenger restraint system which is correctly installed in such vehicle; 
(b) Occupy a seat or seats, other than a front seat, if such seat or seats are so equipped with such passenger restraint system and such seat or seats are not already occupied by a child or children under eight (8) years of age.
(c) All children up to two (2) years of age shall use a rear-facing child passenger restraint system until the child outgrows the child passenger restraint system manufacturer's maximum allowable height or weight. 
(3) Any person who operates a utility-type vehicle or golf car vehicle that is equipped with an occupant protection system or is required to be equipped with restraint systems shall ensure that all children eight (8) years of age and less than eighteen (18) years of age being transported by such vehicle use an occupant protection system. 
(4) No person shall operate a utility-type vehicle or golf car vehicle upon the streets or highways of Arapahoe while transporting any child who cannot be properly secured in compliance with subsections (2) or (3) of this section. If the vehicle lacks sufficient occupant protection systems or child passenger restraint systems to safely secure all child passengers, the operator shall not transport children in excess of the number that can be safely secured.
(5) Any utility-type vehicle or golf car vehicle regularly used to transport children under twelve (12) years of age shall be maintained with:
(a) Operable seat belts or occupant protection systems at all designated seating positions; and CHAPTER 3. Motor Transportation Rules & Regulations.
(b) Child passenger restraint devices as required by law for children under eight (8) years of age. CHAPTER 3. Motor Transportation Rules & Regulations.
(6)The requirements of subsections (2) and (3) of this section apply to utility-type vehicles and golf car vehicles that are equipped with an occupant protection system or are required to be equipped with restraint systems, except any vehicle designated by the manufacturer as a 1963 year model or earlier which is not equipped with an occupant protection system. 
(a) The following persons shall not be required to wear an occupant protection system:
(A) A person who possesses written verification from a physician that the person is unable to wear an occupant protection system for medical reasons; 
(B) A rural letter carrier of the United States Postal Service while performing his or her duties as a rural letter carrier between the first and last delivery points; and
(C) A member of an emergency medical service while involved in patient care. 
(7) A driver of a utility-type vehicle or golf car vehicle shall not be subject to the requirements of subsections (b) or (c) of this section if the vehicle is being operated in a parade or exhibition and the parade or exhibition is being conducted in accordance with applicable state law and local ordinances and resolutions. 

Section 2. All other ordinances or sections of ordinances passed and approved prior to the passage, approval, and publication of posting of this ordinance and in conflict with its provisions are hereby repealed.

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage, approval and publication or posting as required by law.

Section 4. This Ordinance shall be published in pamphlet form and take effect as provided by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 16th DAY OF JUNE, 2026

						__________________________________
						John Koller, Mayor 

Attest:

_________________________________
Dixie Sickels, City Clerk

Councilman Polston seconded the motion to pass Ordinance 2026-02 Utility Vehicles & Golf Cart on City Streets.
Roll Call:	Ayes: Paulsen, Middagh, Polston, Kreutzer
	Absent: tenBensel, Carpenter
	Nay: None							                            MOTION CARRIED.

Ordinance 2026-03 Rounding of Cash Utility Payments

Moved by Paulsen, seconded by Kreutzer, to suspend the three readings of Ordinance 2026-03 Rounding of Cash Utility Payments.
Roll Call:	Ayes: Polston, Middagh, Paulsen, Kreutzer
	Absent: tenBensel, Carpenter
	Nay: None							                            MOTION CARRIED.

Motion by Paulsen to recommend the passage of Ordinance 2026-03 Rounding of Cash Utility Payments. Ordinance as follows:

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-03
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ARAPAHOE, NEBRASKA, PROVIDING FOR THE ROUNDING UP OR DOWN, TO THE NEAREST NICKEL, ANY CASH TRANSACTION CONDUCTED WITH THE CITY DUE TO THE DISCONTINUANCE OF THE PENNY; REPEALING MUNICIPAL CODE SECTIONS, ORDINANCES, AND RESOLUTIONS IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

	WHEREAS the United States has discontinued the manufacturing of pennies, and the duration of their continued circulation remains uncertain;

	WHEREAS the Nebraska Legislature passed LB 838, approved by the Governor of the State of Nebraska on April 17, 2026, which provides for the discretionary rounding up or down, to the nearest nickel, cash transactions with customers; 

	WHEREAS it is therefore appropriate and necessary for the City to adopt provisions like those included within LB 838;

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ARAPAHOE, NEBRASKA:

	Section 1.  In any case in which a customer’s total cash transaction amount with the City, including any taxes, fees, surcharges, assessments, and other governmental charges, or the final cash amount paid out or returned to a customer ends with one, two, six, or seven as the final digit of the number of cents for the transaction, the City will round down such number of cents to the nearest number of cents divisible by five.

	Section 2.  In any case in which a customer’s total cash transaction amount with the City, including any taxes, fees, surcharges, assessments, and other governmental charges, or the final cash amount paid out or returned to a customer ends with three, four, eight, or nine as the final digit of the number of cents for the transaction, the City will round up such number of cents to the nearest number of cents divisible by five.

	Section 3.  Rounding pursuant to this Ordinance shall be applied solely to the final settled cash amount paid by, paid out to, or returned to a customer.  Rounding under this Ordinance shall not alter (i) the sales price of any good or service; (ii) the amount of any tax calculated or imposed under state or local law; and (iii) any regulatory fee, government-imposed fee, surcharge, assessment, or other charge required by law.

	Section 4.  Any Municipal Code section, ordinance, or resolution in conflict herewith is hereby repealed.

Section 5.  If any section, clause, provision or part of any section, clause, or provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or application of any other section, provision, or part of this Ordinance.

	Section 6.  This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage, approval, and publication or posting as required by law. 

	Section 7. This Ordinance shall be published in pamphlet form and take effect as provided by law. 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 16th DAY OF JUNE, 2026

____________________________
John E. Koller, Mayor
Attest:

___________________________
Dixie Sickels, City Clerk

Councilman Kreutzer seconded the motion to pass Ordinance 2026-03 Rounding of Cash Utility Payments.

Roll Call:	Ayes: Middagh, Kreutzer, Paulsen, Polston
	Absent: tenBensel, Carpenter
	Nay: None							                            MOTION CARRIED.



ELECTED OFFICIALS

No discussions

ADJOURNMENT

[bookmark: _Hlk143614365]The next regular City Council meeting is July 7, 2026 at 7:30pm in the EMCC Council Room. There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned by unanimous consent at 8:56pm. 




________________________________ 
Dixie Sickels, City Clerk

[bookmark: _Hlk158661206]City Claims approved as follows: (Abbreviations for this legal are: AmPay, Ambulance Pay; Ex, Expenses; Fe, Fees; Fu, Fuel; Re, Reimbursement; Se, Services; Su, Supplies) Payroll 6-15-26, Ex 24529.62; ATC Communications, Se 57.11; CAMAS Publishing, Ex 232.87; CASH-WA, Su 569.07, Su 668.02, Su 158.40, Su 606.29; Colby Carpenter, AmPy 50.00; CenturyLink, Ex 53.04; Cline Williams, Se 530.00, Se 280.00; Crawford Repair, Se 1000.00; Cummins, Se 1412.40; Deterdings, Su 2103.97; Debit Card, Su 129.90; Logan Dettmann, AmPy 201.50; EFTPS, Ex 6365.37; EM Enterprises, Ex 9591.75; Eakes, Su 163.18, Su 52.32; Hawkins, Su 1865.37; Hemelstrand's, Su 545.02; Elliot Hoefs, AmPy 68.50, Re 275.00; Stefanie Hoefs, AmPy 326.50, Re 275.00; Wendall Hoefs, AmPy 100.00; Mitch Houser, AmPy 112.50; Johnson Brothers, Su 803.00; Peter Leising, AmPy 101.50; MBSMS Law, Se 1323.50; Nebraska PPD, Se 12780.17, Se 175.24, Se 46161.61; Nebraskaland Distributing, Su 638.25; One Call Concepts, Se 63.10; John Paulsen, AmPy 225.00; Quick Med, Se 88.52; S & W Auto Parts Inc Su 94.27, Su 189.99, Su 54.14, Su 45.49; Don Sandell, Ex 10000.00; Amanda Schrock, Se 100.00; Brian Sisson, AmPy 12.50; Straight Flush, Se 180.00; Twin Valley PPD, Se 3238.32, Se 2752.70; Verizon, Se 91.63; Wagner's, Su 76.96, Su 81.64; Total Expenses 122826.84. Library Expenses: 20/20 Technologies, Se 1264.64; ATC Communications, Se 197.51; Ingram, Su 815.77; Magnolia Journal, Su 23.00; Wagner's, Su 81.64; Total Library Expenses 2382.56. May Receipts: General, 35449.75; S&A, 102817.83; Golf, 76388.88; Park, 2800.38; Fire, 12388.29; Library, 50.00; Medical, 713.59; Cemetery, 6508.55; CRA, 38138.25; Local Sales Tax, 38771.48; Electric, 100908.74; Water, 47380.46; Sewer, 9821.53; Total May Receipts 472137.73.
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